The cases which form the subject of this paper were all examples of severe spreading cellulitis of the hand. The term *' hand" is employed, as the disease had invaded the bones and joints as well as the tendon sheaths, subcutaneous tissue, and skin. In each case the mischief, starting superficially, spread rapidly from one structure to the other, and, in the light of subsequent events, it is questionable if the initial treatment was active enough. Before operation, the question of amputation was considered, and the carpal bones were removed as a substitute for it. In the three cases, the appearances warranted such a bad prognosis that amputation would not have been unjustifiable. On 
